
Matthew 

Chapter 13:1-23 

Parables – The Parable of the Soil 
 

Many scholars believe Matthew is actually broken into 5 sections 

1. Sermon on the Mount = chapter 5-7 

2. Healings thru faith = chapters 8-9 culminating in chapter 10 = Disciples pulled into the Kingdom call 

3. Chapter 13 = parables 

4. Chapter 18 = teachings about the community of following Jesus 

5. Chapter 23-25 = almost like the second Sermon on the Mount before He dies  

 

* Chapter 4 (Moses scene), 5-7 (Mt Sinai), 8-9 (spectrum of healings), 10 (Kingdom commission) 

* Chapter 11 = Wrong expectation of Messiah 

* Chapter 12 

 

Now in what some believe is the 3
rd

 MAIN section = THE PARABLES 

Roughly 1/3 of Jesus’ teaching was in parables 

In almost every case, the point of parables is to reveal God and His character 

I love what David Stern said, “Parables represent the greatest effort of the Rabbi’s to imagine God.” 

They are Theo-centric in nature 

Hebrew name for parables = Mashal = root word means shadow 

Greek word parabole = to cast along side 

They are meant to SIMPLY reach the heart thru the imagination 

 

They were used in the OT but really are a product of the 2
nd

 Temple period and the age of the Rabbi’s 

Some scholars, including Jeremias whom many have viewed as THE expert on Jesus’ parables thought Jesus invented 

them…not accurate 

• Is. 5:1ff 

• Ez. 15:1ff 

• II Sam. 12:1ff 

 

Some points of distinction as we enter this section in chapter 13 

1. Parables are not allegories – i.e. not supposed to look for symbols in every aspect of the story 

You are not supposed to look for hidden messages 

Parables are totally unique to Jewish and Rabbinic literature 

And when Jesus used them, it shows AGAIN the validity of His teaching in the 2
nd

 Temple period and His Jewish 

background and upbringing 

2. Parables as part of Haggadah 

Not sure if you remember but I have mentioned before that Jewish teaching falls into 3 general camps: 

a) Halakah or halakic teaching = generally defined as legal rulings 

b) Midrash = what we would call Biblical exposition or interpretation 

c) Haggadah 

Halakah gives us knowledge, Haggadah gives us inspiration 

Parables are only one realm of what would be considered Haggadah 

The Parables by Young – pg 9 – The Rabbii and the Exceedingly Ugly Man 

In one Midrash in Rabbinic literature, “Let not the parable be lightly esteemed in your eyes, because by means 

of the parable, a person can master the words of Torah.” 

Funny, the Rabbi’s even had arguments as to which of the 3 methods were most important for understanding God and 

Torah 

R. Abbahu was apparently having success. R. Chaya b. Abba was upset at his popular success arguing that nothing 

should be as important in study as halakah. 

R. Abbahu, “I will tell you a parable. To what may the matter be compared? It may be compared to two men. One of 

them was selling precious stones and the other various kinds of small ware. To whom do the people rush? Is it not the 

seller of various kinds of small ware?” 

 

 



There are usually 6 parts to a parable: 

1. Prolegomenon – prepares = “To what may the matter be compared”, or  “The Kingdom of heaven is like…” 

2. Intro of the cast 

3. Plot of the story 

4. Conflict 

5. Conflict resolution 

6. Call to decision or application – quite often a call to repentance 

 

Again, the purpose of parables is to PLAINLY INSTRUCT, no hidden agenda, no hidden meaning 

And they are given in LIVE settings 

The purpose is to make clear…this is a REALLY important point when we look at the first parable of the hearers 

 

• Matthew 13:1-9 

Given our discussion, what are some things you notice right away? 

- Though almost all parables are about God, this one emphasizes the responders 

- Normally called the Sower and the Seed but I think it this is better named the parable of the soils 

- Does not even describe who the sower is 

- Rabbi’s often made their living farming 

- Usually farmed wheat and barley 

- Heavy rains in October thru December softened the ground 

- SUPER rocky in Israel 

- Parable with 4 types was extremely common in Jewish literature 

Brad Young pg 265 – 4 characteristics of disciples 

- The hundred fold result in # 4 is really absurd, meant to be an impossibility unless thru God 

 

• Matthew 13:18-23 

What is the Word to a 1
st
 Century Jew? 

Usually hear this passage taught as an evangelistic response to “the Gospel” 

What is the Gospel though? 

The entire story of God’s creation, fall, and move towards making things right again 

Where is this story outlined? 

Torah 

• Is. 55:10-11 

Brad Young pg 266 

 

• Matthew 13:10-17 

So here is the question. If parables are simple and there to teach and make clear, what does this mean? 

Jesus is quoting Is. 6:9-10 

In verse 1, there Isaiah has a vision, God on throne, seraphim hovering above, Holy Holy Holy 

Shares his commission – to go and announce Word of the Lord 

8
th

 century BCE, prophet during 4 Kings – Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah 

Isaiah job wasn’t to obscure the Word, but to make it plain to the people…wants them healed 

Plain call to repentance from impending judgment from the Assyrians 

Not sure and haven’t seen it but it is curious that there are 4 kings- 4 soils 

Hezekiah was the only one of the 4 that totally responded - Seige of Sennecharib actually is miraculously broken 

Isaiah is illuminating God’s heart, not hiding it 

The entire context of this passage is clear and concise prophetic words - These verses are prophetic irony 

Because of their hardness there is judgment 

If they don’t listen & repent, the call itself will be judgment 

• Matthew 13:10-17 

The dull get the parables, but that is it 

Those who listen and trust and obey, they will hear the mysteries of God 

Notice, what do you really learn from the explanation? 

Not much, the disciples, who are the 4
th

 soil, are knowing the Kingdom 

• Psalm 25:12-14 

Parables were not meant to judge 

But if you reject them, they will become your judgment 


